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Maharashtra State Policy For Older Persons, 2004 - Part-I

Introduction and Background

The Year 1999 was observed as the international year of the Elderly
Persons. The Population of older persons ( 60 + ) in India ranks the fourth highest
amongst the countries in the world and by the end of the present century, it will be
second only to China. In fact today approximately one of every nine senior citizen
in the world lives in India.

Given the trend of population aging in India, the elder persons have to face
number of problems due to insufficient income, absence of social security, loss of
social role and recognition and non-availability of opportunities for creative use of
free time.

The older population was 76 million approximately in 2001 and expected to
grow up to l37 million by 202l. considering growing importance of the subject, a
'National Policy for Older Persons' was announced hy the Govt. of India In

January, 1999. The important points mentioned in the policy arc as follows :-

a) Financial Security
b) Health and Nutrition
c) Shelter
d) Education
e) Welfare and sensitization of issue
f) Protection of life and property
g) The role of non-governmental organizations
h) Research / manpower / training
i) Role of media.

The State Policy Objective

Article 41 of the constitution states that' The state shall, within the limits of
its economic capacity and development make effective provision for securing right
to work, to education and to public assistance in case of' Old age' amongst others
is therefore, become imperative to declare the State Policy and Action Plan on
Aging.

l.To develop the concept of providing the Barrier Free Access to the
Older persons.



2.The State shall seek to laid down common guidelines for issuance of
Identity Cards for the older persons and nominating Competent Authority
in this regard. It shall be the endeavor to involve NGOs working in Old
age areas in the process of issuance of Identity Cards so to make the
process simple and easier there by reducing the time lag in obtaining
Identity Cards.

3.To make provisions for providing and notifying certain Government
Complexes and places for use of the Older persons on holidays.

4.To lay the guiding principles for making facilities for older persons in
housing and commercial complexes.

5. Public Hospitals to include Geriatric wing and separate reception
window.

6.The State Policy shall also seek to empower District Samaj Kalyan Samiti
to look into the welfare activities of the old and to also ensure compliance
of various guidelines laid down by the Government for the old age homes
run by various Private Institutions and NGOs in the districts.

7.The Sate Policy shall seek to initiate the following activities through
institutions recognized to run old age home.

a) Help line for old age
b) Outreach the project for old age
c) Vocational-cum-Day Care centers for the old

8.To implement health educational programmes in old age and utilizing
mass media for this

Multi disciplinary Approach - " Kayakalp "

1. Sensitization of the issue of division of property and housing, promptly
dealing with the matters related to transfer of property, property tax and
other related matters. Abuse in such cases shall be checked by Collector
independent body appointed by Govt.

2. To be cautious about the issues viz. neglect, abuse, violence and abandonment
of the old persons.

3. Providing treatment to older persons on priority by Mobile Medicare units
assisted by central & State Government.



4. Sensitivity programme for different department such as Transport, Railway,
Corporation, Municipal Councils, etc.

5. Priority will be given to pay prompt attention to household complaints of older
persons regarding light, telephone, water supply by local bodies.
6. Separate queues for older persons at Hospitals, Post Offices, Bus/Railway
reservation office, light bill centers, telephone bill centers and facilities will be
made available on priority.

Health intervention

The State Policy shall seek and strive to secure the following facilities for
the old age within limited means available at its disposal.

I. Medicine Banks shall be created in liaisons with pharmaceutical companies.
The free supply of medicine system to poor and needy will be developed with the
help ofNGOs.

2. Private and Charitable hospitals shall be encouraged to have separate
funds/drugs banks/free treatment/psychological counseling etc.

Financial Security

The state shall ensure that the settlement of pensions, provident fund,
gratuity and other retirement benefits shall be made promptly and super annuated
persons are not put to hardship due to administrative lapses. Accountability for
delays will be fixed. Redressal mechanism for super annuated persons will ensure
prompt, fare, and humane treatment. Particularly widows will be given special
consideration in this matter.

*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*
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~ 13.15 12.34 13.96 13.91 13.04 14.79 9.88 9.41 10.36

r?fU'
i#.limlr 849651 417332 432319 742645 363268 379377 107006 54064 52942

ftiwt :;t::n:
#7§lIT 136602 60079 76523 124310 54443 69867 12292 5636 6656
ot.::n:

~ 16.08 14.40 17.70 16.74 14.99 16.42 11.49 10.42 12.57

r?fU'
i#.~ 4317756 2227652 2069904 2916665 1516343 1400322 1399091 709509 689562

~ ot.::n:
#7§lIT 472239 226649 243390 342942 167682 175260 129297 61167 66130
:;t::n:

~ 10.94 10.27 11.65 11.75 11.04 12.52 9.24 6.62 9.88
r?fU'
i#.limlr 11060148 5865076 5195070 2545470 1300136 1245334 6514676 4564942 3949736

&Ut :;t::n:
#7§lIT 729496 363924 365574 175861 79751 96130 553617 284173 269444
:;t::n:

~ 6.60 6.20 7.04 6.91 6.13 7.72 6.50 6.23 6.62
r?fU'
i#.limlr 1300774 668385 632389 877474 451674 425600 423300 216511 206769

crtll :;t::n:
#7§lIT 158162 76337 61645 114574 55310 59264 43606 21027 22581
#.::n:

~ 12.16 11.42 12.94 13.06 12.24 13.92 10.30 9.71 10.92
r?fU'
i#.limlr 1197160 620302 576658 965747 511727 474020 211413 108575 102636

cmJm :;t::n:
#7§lIT 125014 57604 67210 105396 46634 56562 19616 6970 10648
:;torr.

~ 10.44 9.32 11.65 10.69 9.54 11.93 9.28 6.26 10.35
r?fU'
i#.limlr 2772346 1419965 1352363 2174195 1115148 1059047 598153 304817 293336

~ #.::n:
#7§lIT 275963 129030 146933 221350 103378 117972 54613 25652 26961
:;torr.

~ 9.95 9.09 10.86 10.16 9.27 11.14 9.13 8.42 9.67


